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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

In our continued effort to seek further                     

improvements to the educational experiences of our 

students it is my pleasure to share with you a      

number of initiatives we have started.  Our aim, as 

always, is to enhance our current programs and look 

to add to the experiences our students receive at St. 

Andrew's Grammar. 

 
 

 

 

 

SECONDARY IMPROVEMENT  

SUB-COMMITTEE  

 
 

 

I have established a group to look at the programs 

and improvements that can be made in our           

secondary school.  I went out to secondary staff and 

asked for volunteers of those interested in making a 

difference and am pleased to report gained a           

significant response from staff members.  These are 

staff that recognise the importance of the education 

that our secondary students receive however want to 

create something special in the secondary school in 

the next few years.  

 

The terms of reference for this group is "to focus on 

potential opportunities to enhance Secondary 

school functioning and programs including:      

transitions into Secondary, subject range,            

educational pathways and teaching and learning 

and assessment experiences for secondary              

students.   Ultimately our function is to enhance the 

perception and reputation of the Secondary school 

and in turn to offer outstanding academic and  

 non-academic programs and in 

turn, increase student numbers". 

 

We also have parental reps from Year 6 and 7 and 

Mr Bill Allen , Board member who chairs the        

Education sub-committee.  We held our first      

meeting on Wednesday the 3rd April and started an 

initial dialogue on the above.  The potential for       

improvements from this focus group is immense 

and exciting. 

 
 

 

PRINCIPAL'S SECONDARY SCHOOL 

CHARACTER/VALUES LUNCHEON  

 
 

 

Recently we started a character/values points       

system within the secondary school and have linked 

these points to the rejuvenated House system. This 

new system  encourages Secondary students to show 

the values/characteristics which we want to see 

shown within our student body.    
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On Friday the 5th April it was my delight have 

a Principal's celebratory luncheon to reward and  

reinforce those students who exhibited excellent      

character in the preceding 2-3 weeks.   It was a     

delight to have time with the students and   actively 

celebrate with them their efforts. 

 
 

CREATION OF A  

LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM  

AND PARENT PORTAL  FOR  

OUR PARENTS 

 
 

 

A recent survey in the Secondary school       

highlighted parents desired to understand more 

around rich feedback in assessments and the      

workload of their own children in class. SEQTA is 

the schools student and learning management      

system.  

 

When used appropriately, it provides parents with a 

portal to see marks books, attendance, material    

covered in class (through lesson plans and unit 

plans) and homework set along with assessment 

tasks and deadlines. As you can imagine, this takes a 

significant amount of professional development and 

time to implement fully.  

 

We aim to have prepare this in KG1 - Year 12 by the 

end of this academic year, switching on parent       

access at the start of 2020. This will make a huge 

step forward in our ability to be open and            

transparent in relation to every child's academic 

studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 2 CCA PROGRAM 

 
 

 

You would have already received our comprehensive 

booklet outlining the availability of CCA activities 

open to your child.   We hope that you have already 

returned the CCA selection sheet to your teacher 

(primary) or Form teacher (secondary) as today is 

the     deadline to do so.    

 

Parents can return these the first-week-back after 

the holidays, however, we cannot guarantee           

students’ first selections. 

 
 

 

 

PARENT SURVEYS 

 
 

We recently received survey responses from nearly 

half of all our parents.  I want to take this                

opportunity to thank you for completing these. In a 

few weeks, I will be sharing the responses so that 

you can see aspects of the school which our parents 

enjoy and others where the parents would like to see 

improvements. 
 

I am sure you can see from all of the above that      

we want to be a school who is continually striving to 

improve and seek the very best programs and        

opportunities for every student. 
 

I wish you and your family a wonderful holiday 

break and look forward to working alongside you all 

very soon. 
 

Craig Monaghan 

Principal 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

CONT. 
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

This is the last newsletter for Term 1 and I would 

sincerely like to thank all parents for the wonderful 

support you have provided throughout the term. The 

encouraging comments and positive feedback       

received are always gratefully appreciated and this 

motivates the staff in all Learning Areas to continue 

to provide every student in their care with a quality 

education. 

 

I would also like to wish all families a happy holiday 

and a holy Easter and Orthodox Easter. 

 

Please be reminded that Term 2 for the students 

starts on Wednesday 1st May. This follows Greek 

Orthodox Easter on Monday 29th April and a Staff 

Development Day on Tuesday 30th April. 

 

This newsletter contains information about the Year 

6 Leadership Conference, Transition Science, the 

IPSHA Basketball Carnival, making Easter cookies, 

Lunchtime Basketball, Buddy Class Cooking, Art     

Enrichment, Junior Soccer and the Easter Hat      

Parade and Easter Egg raffle.  

 

The up and coming events and important dates     

include: 

 Term 2 begins on Wednesday 1 May; 

 Easter Assembly on Wednesday 8 May; 

 The Mothers’ Day Stall on Wednesday 8 May; 

 Year 3 and Year 5 NAPLAN testing begins on 

Tuesday 14 May; 

 Poseidon House Lunch on Wednesday 15 May; 

 Year 4.1 Class Assembly on Friday 17 May; 

 Colour Fun Run on  Friday 17 May 

 Demeter House Lunch on Wednesday 22 May. 

 

Thank you 

 

Wayne Cronin 

Head of Primary 

 

 

 

 
 

  

All classes in the Primary School have a Buddy Class 

but Mr Persson has taken this concept to a new level 

and now has a Buddy Class in the Secondary School 

During Week 7 the Year 2.2 students worked with 

their Secondary School buddies to make dips and 

vegetable sticks.   

 

Under the guidance of Ms Hunt and with the help of 

the Year 11 and Year 12 Food Science and             

Technology class, the students thoroughly enjoyed 

making hummus from chick peas and a roast        

cauliflower dip.   

 

In preparation, the students worked in groups to 

wash, peel and chop the vegetables before making 

the dips. 

 

 A big thanks must go to Ms Samantha Hunt and her 

Year 11 and 12 students for taking the time to help 

prepare yummy food to eat. 

 

Thank you also to Mr Persson for his initiative in 

this area. 

MESSAGE FROM THE  

HEAD OF PRIMARY 
BUDDY CLASS COOKING 
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On Thursday 4 April a girls and boys team              

represented St. Andrew’s Grammar at the annual 

IPSHA Basketball Carnival which was held at the 

Bendat Stadium in Mt Claremont. The carnival was 

organised by Mr Psanoudakis and was enormously 

successful. 

 

A total of ten different independent schools           

participated in the carnival. The girls team won four 

out of their six games whereas the boys won three of 

their games and drew one game. All of the students 

who attended were extremely proud of their     

achievements. 

 

Special thanks must go to Mano Psanoudakis for his 

diligence and hard work in planning and organising 

this event which resulted in a carnival that ran 

smoothly and efficiently. Thank you also to Mrs Julie 

Wall and Mrs Renae Lampropoulos for their        

contribution and for supporting and encouraging 

both teams throughout the day. 

 

 

 

Prior to the IPSHA Basketball Carnival, the Year 5 

and 6 students were involved in a House lunchtime 

basketball competition. 

 

Over three weeks each House played a total of three 

games which provided the students with a            

marvellous opportunity to further develop and       

improve their skills. It also allowed the students to 

gain match practice and on field competition. 

 

Throughout the three weeks there were some very 

close games and many of the players showed          

exceptional skills in all areas of the game. 

 

The final placings were: 

 

FIRST: Demeter  

SECOND: Artemis  

THIRD: Poseidon  

FOURTH: Apollo  

IPSHA BASKETBALL LUNCHTIME BASKETBALL 
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Under the guidance, tutorship and direction of Mr 

Wolfgang Leonhardt approximately 38 students    

attend chess lessons in the Drama Room every       

Tuesday. 

 

The morning sessions runs 

from 8.00 to 8.45am and 

accommodates those      

students who are learning 

to play chess. The            

afternoon session starts at 

3.15pm, finishes at 

4.00pm and caters for 

those students who are 

accomplished players. 

There are both Primary 

and Secondary students in 

attendance in the afternoon. 

 

The results of the chess competition for this term are 

as follows: 

 

MORNING CLASS: 

FIRST: Yusuf Mohideen 

SECOND: Ethan Yong 

THIRD: AJ Getachew 

 

AFTERNOON CLASS PRIMARY: 

FIRST: AJ Getachew 

SECOND: Yusuf Mohideen 

THIRD: Nicholas Cristopoulos 

 

AFTERNOON CLASS SECONDARY 

FIRST: Ezana Geberat 

SECOND: Filippos Stergiou 

THIRD: Sean Du 

 

Mrs Tipper runs an incredibly successful Art          

Enrichment programme for six weeks every term. 

 

She is very excited to 

share some of the      

marvellous artwork 

completed by students 

which involved a course 

creating ‘All Things 

Cats!  The students in 

attendance designed and 

made collages using    

metallic paper, cut out 

canvas “cat” images to paint and decorate,            

constructed 3D clay cats, made hand puppets and 

exquisite cushions using fabric textas and crayons. 

 

Next term much of this beautiful work will be        

displayed at Reception as well as in the Primary Art 

room.  

 

Mrs Tipper is looking forward to continuing the    

After School Art Enrichment Program next term. 

Lessons will start in Week 3, conclude in Week 8 and 

permission forms will be available early next term. 

Mrs Tipper encourages and also hopes to see many 

more students attending her afterschool art classes 

in Term 2. 

Congratulations to Mrs Tipper for the outstanding 

contribution she makes to The Arts and for giving 

students the opportunity to 

further develop their       

creative and design skills. 

TUESDAY CHESS ART ENRICHMENT 
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This term a team of dedicated parents, with the support and 

sponsorship of the St. Andrew’s Grammar P & F Association, 

established the school’s first ever junior soccer club. 

 

The players are registered under the Official FFA ALDI Mini-

Roos completion for boys and girls for ages under 5-6 and      

under 7 and compete against various clubs in the same divisions 

in the area. 

 

Each Friday, during after school training, these dedicated      

parents volunteer their time to coach the children. They ensure 

their teams are learning and developing their soccer skills in 

preparation for Sunday games and encourage friendship and 

team work, all the while having lots of fun!! 

 

Currently the club has four mixed teams filled with rising soccer 

stars plus an all-girls team who are just as skilled and               

determined as the rest. 

 

On Sunday 6th April the Dianella Spartans played their first away games against Maccabi Soccer Club. The 

teams had both victorious wins and loses but most of all they all had loads of fun!!! 

 

A special thank you must go to Mrs Eva Nestoriadis who has been instrumental in planning this initiative, 

organising and registering the teams, engaging the parents and ensuring the team shirts were printed.  

  

 

ST. ANDREW’S FIRST SCHOOL SOCCER CLUB 

DIANELLA SPARTANS  
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On Wednesday, March 27th, seventeen primary 

school Councillors, House Captains, Library       

Monitors and P.A. Monitors, along with Mrs. Wall 

and Mrs Simpson, attended the G.R.I.P. 

("Generosity - Responsibility - Integrity - People") 

Leadership Conference in Perth.  Held at the Perth 

Convention Centre, the conference was a gathering 

of over 1500 student leaders from around Western 

Australia which was designed to help improve     

leadership skills and offer students ways to apply 

these skills back at their schools. 

 

Sessions included such topics as: “Developing myself 

to lead” and how to make a difference to my team 

and school.  Our Year 6 leaders met many students 

from numerous schools and exchanged ideas and 

suggestions to help each other become more          

effective leaders.   

 

Well done to attendees:  Ayden Casson, Nicholas 

Cristopoulos, Aaron Finn, Stavros Maounis, Lucas 

Stamelos, Ewan Weir, Kim Badivuk, Lora Daoud   

Akkach, Biftu Demissie, Christina Minh Diep,     

Summer Drieberg-Karanga, Jana Edwards, Daniella 

Landa, Yashvi Meghani, Melody Minn Oo, Ana Susa 

and Annie Tran.  

 

A special thank you to Mrs Wall and Mrs Simpson 

who accompanied the students and thoroughly     

enjoyed the day. 

 

Leadership Conference  

When I went to the Grip Leader Ship Conference, it 

was so amazing. I learned what CORE leader      

qualities are. C- Confidence with humility, O- Others 

focused, R- Reliability and lastly, E- Empathy. We 

played lots of fun and enjoyable games like Loud 

Noises (which is where the instructor puts their hand 

up, you scream as loud as you possibly can.) We also 

went around and shared some of our answers to   

other students from different schools and got to 

know a bit about them. You could also buy little   

leadership badges if you wanted to. One of the       

instructors told us a story about when he was in 

school, and he had to ring the bell to tell the rest of 

the school to go back to class. He said that he was in 

the middle of a basketball game, but his team was 

losing. Their team was slowly catching up and then 

he checked the time on his watch...he only had 30 

seconds left to go before he had to ring the bell. He 

thought to himself, “Maybe I can ring the bell after 

so my team can win?” In the end he quickly ran to 

ring the bell. Out of all the Core leader qualities I   

decided the bell ringing duty was R- Reliability. This 

is definitely a memory I will never forget.  

Ana Susa 

 

My Experience 

My experience for the Year 6 leadership conference 

by Lucas Stamelos. We caught the bus to the Perth 

Convention Centre which took about 30-40 minutes. 

Once we arrived the Year 6 group was bursting with 

excitement, we grabbed our bags and set off. We 

were so eager to get to the room where the            

leadership conference was being held. Once we went 

inside the room a guide showed us to our seats and 

we got a book and a pen with the leadership logo on 

it. We all raced, trying to do the word search. We did 

lots of activities during the day then it came to the 

end of the conference. We were all sad that it had 

finished but were soon happy again to see our 

friends back at school. 

Lucas Stamelos 

 

YEAR 6 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

             (08) 9376 5850                                         reception@sag.wa.edu.au      www.sag.wa.edu.au 

mailto:reception@sag.wa.edu.au


 9 

 

GRIP Leadership Conference  

 

On the 27th of March 2019, the student leaders from 

Year 6 went to a leadership conference. The           

different leaders that went were: Councillors, 

House Captains, AV Monitors and Library         

Monitors. The conference was held at the Perth 

Convention Centre. Excitedly, we walked inside   

eager to see what we would learn. At our seats 

there was a booklet with a pen, which we did our 

activities in. The first session was “Developing 

yourself to lead”, which was about our core quali-

ties; Confidence with Humility, Others Focused,   

Reliability and Empathy. There was over 1000   

students in the room and with some of the activities 

we got to talk to some of them. The fun segment 

was called the Loud Noises, which was full of   

laughter whilst participating in the activities.  

 

After recess, we focused on “Making a Difference to 

my team.” Which means contributing to tasks even 

though they are less enjoyable. Followed by 

“Making a Difference to my school.” Which was 

what we could do to make our school better and 

making learning more fun. This was about things 

that you could help your school with and fellow 

captains.  

 

Soon after, it was lunchtime and we went to the 

Terrace to eat our lunches. In the afternoon, we 

continued with our Leadership Pathway which was 

a guide on what to do as a school leader. We also 

learnt that leadership is about people not power or 

position. Finally, we came to an end and took a 

group photo before taking our bus back to school. 

 

Yashvi Meghani 

 

 

In Greek Studies, during Week  9, many of the      

classes were involved in cooking Greek style biscuits 

in preparation for Easter. 

 

The Year 6 students excelled and had a fantastic 

time creating and making wonderful, tasty  

ευωδιαστά and τραγανιστή koulourakia in different 

shapes for everyone to share. 

 

Happy Easter everybody!!!!  

Καλό Πάσχα και Καλή Ανάσταση!!!!! 

 

THANK YOU 

 

Thank you to the many parents who supported the 

following fundraising events: 

 

The Easter Egg raffle which was held at the            

conclusion of the Easter Hat parade on Tuesday 9th 

April. Hundreds of tickets were sold and there were 

many students from every class who won  prizes. 

 

The Hot Cross Buns fundraiser which was held in 

conjunction with Bakers Delight in Noranda. For 

every six-pack of buns sold the school made $2.00.  

YEAR 6 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

CONT. 

EASTER COOKIES  

‘KOLOURAKIA’  
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EASTER HAT PARADE 

 

The Easter Hat Parade followed by the Easter Egg raffle was held on Tuesday 29 April  in the               

undercover area and was supported by many parents and grandparents. Every Primary School student 

was encouraged to decorate a hat. There was also a large group of Secondary School students in          

attendance who made some exceptionally creative hats and participated in the morning’s proceedings. 

 

The undercover assembly area was transformed into a sea of colour when each class paraded to specially 

selected music under the direction of the very talented and entertaining Miss Jongeling, who was the 

announcer. There was also a surprise visit from the Easter Bunny which excited the students prior to the 

drawing of the raffle. 

 

The morning finished with the Easter Egg Raffle Draw that had been prepared  meticulously by the P 

and F mothers. In all there were over fifty  prize winners who were able to take home a delicious batch 

of Easter eggs.  

Special thanks must go to the emcee, Miss Jongeling and Mrs Eva Nestoriadis and the P and F mothers 

who purchased the Easter Eggs and prepared the raffle. 

As part of the Year 6 Transition to Secondary School programme, the students in Mrs Wall’s class attended 

a lessons in the science laboratory under the guidance and tuition of Mr Ricciardone on Thursday 28th 

March. 

 

Below is a report written by Yashvi Meghani about the experience 

 

Studying Microorganisms  

 

On the 28th of March, the Year 6’s went to the high school science lab to study microorganisms. The class 

was taught by Mr Ricciardone, the high school science and biology teacher. Firstly, we labelled different 

parts of the microscopes and then excitedly looked into them. We saw food dye which was in the shape of 

an animal and we could zoom into it using the fine and coarse adjustment knobs. That’s when we got to the 

fun part, we made our own slides using pond water, capturing the little microorganisms inside it. These 

were special slides because in the middle of them was a hole, which was deeper, and where we would place 

the pond water. On the microscope we put the power to times 10 which meant it would zoom in all the way. 

Under the microscope we saw little particles from the pond water, which when zoomed in, looked really 

cool. After we made and observed our slide, we moved around the room to see the other group’s slides. At 

the end of the session we had learnt a lot about microorganisms and microscopes. The science lesson was 

so fun and we look forward to going to the high school lab for other science lessons. 
 

Yashvi Meghani 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSITION SCIENCE 
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