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Whole School Newsletter
Dear Parents and Guardians,
It gives me great pleasure to write to you and invite you to read our first whole school newsletter of 2019.

COMMUNICATING HOME
This year we are making a concerted effort to communicate well with you, our parent body. As a result we will be
sending a newsletter once every two weeks and the intermediary week a collated communication email will be sent
home to you from Primary and Secondary, with important information for the upcoming week. Both will be sent
on Friday afternoon.
As the incoming Principal, I also want to hear your all-important viewpoints about the School and your aspirations
for our immediate, mid-term and long-term future. As a result we have three surveys out at present: KindergartenY4; a Year 5-6 and a Secondary Parental survey. Their respective QR codes are shown below. I would ask that every
family take 15 minutes to complete the respective survey by scanning this code. The survey is completely anonymous
and covers all areas of the School with sections to add further comments. The information will be invaluable as we
create the school we all want together. I thank you in advance for taking the time to do this.

Kindergarten—Year 4

Year 5-6

RECENT ATAR/WACE RESULTS

Secondary

It is a shame we did not appear on the League tables. To be reported on in these League tables you need to have a
cohort of 20 (we had 19). If we had have appeared we would have featured well. A snapshot of our results are as
follows:
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WACE DESCRIPTOR

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

ST ANDREW’S GRAMMAR

Percentage of WACE eligible student who sat 4
or more ATAR courses

53.8%

73.1%

Percentage of students who completed a VET
qualification at Certificate II or higher

71.9%

100%

NA

31.6%

The % of students who achieved an ATAR above
90 (90th percentile)

The final row is the most significant which illustrates the  October - November 2019 - Final draft approved and
growth in the percentage of St. Andrew’s Grammar
shared with community for feedback with any
students who have achieved an ATAR result that places
adjustments made
them in the top 10% of the Western Australian ATAR
cohort. This shows significant improvement, as 25% of  December 2019 – finalized strategic plan and 5-year
development plan
our 2017 and 21.6% of the 2016 Year 12 ATAR cohorts
achieved an ATAR above 90. We should be proud of
Obviously these dates are still somewhat fluid but are
these results.
there to provide parents the assurance that this is in
However, our focus remains on continual improvement. action. I look forward to sharing more about this
Ms. Chamberlain and the Heads of the Learning Areas direction later in the year.
are completing a comprehensive analysis of the WACE
results to identify areas we need to improve. Action plans
will be put into place which will be monitored throughout
2019 and beyond. These will be summarized in the next
newsletter edition.

As you know I was at St. Andrew’s Grammar to open
the School for its first 3 weeks. This was an invaluable
time to meet as many parents, students and staff as I
could.
Since returning to China I have continued
discussions with
various parents about their thoughts
th
We are equally pleased with our NAPLAN results in and hopes for the school. I will return on the 25 March
th
– 5 April where I would enjoy the chance to meet any
Primary which I will be focussing on in a future edition.
parents who wish to meet with me.
Any parents who
wish to take up this offer, please contact
STRATEGIC DIRECTION
enrolments@sag.wa.edu.au to make a time to meet at
school.
I wrote to you last week about the focus areas for the 2019
academic year.
I will be soon working alongside the
newly formed School Board to create the School’s next 5
year development plan as well as develop an associated 10
year strategic plan and associated business plan. The
first step along this pathway was a full day retreat recently
in which members of the Board, Hellenic Community and
key friends of the school/stakeholders/benefactors of
the School met to discuss the past and more importantly
the future of the School. This was an invaluable day
where a collective
understanding was reached and we
made significant in-roads into a shared understanding of
the School’s direction. In the spirit of transparency I
share the following action plan to establish this strategic
plan:



February 2019 – SWOT analysis of school by staff
(completed)



March 2019 – parent surveys analysed and
parameters for 5 year development plan and
Strategic plan agreed on



April-September 2019 – drafting of the 2 plans
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Until then, please enjoy this bumper edition of our school
newsletter.

Mr Craig Monaghan
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READING - there is a focus on:

MESSAGE FROM THE



Reading everyday that includes Guided Reading
and Oral Reading strategies;

This newsletter contains an update on the 2018 NAPLAN 
data and outlines the priorities the teachers have selected
to further enhance teaching and learning in the Primary

School.

The value and importance of a regular Home
Reading programme;

HEAD OF PRIMARY

It also contains information on the impressive Year 6
Class Assembly, the Hula Hoop Incursion, engaging 
Science activities in Year 4.1 and the results of the
immensely successful House Swimming Carnival.
Please be reminded about the Parent-Teacher-Student
interviews for Kindergarten to 6 which have already
begun in many classrooms. The interviews are a valuable
aspect of the Reporting process and will involve a serious
discussion about your child’s progress and any concerns
you may have. During the interview it is essential that
each student sets an achievable goal or goals in an area of
their learning for the remainder of Semester 1.



Mental mathematics to start each lesson;



Ensuring every lesson has a clearly stated outcome;



Differentiation during lessons to cater for all
students using the ‘iMaths Differentiation A1-3 Star
Approach’.



Reviewing the approach to Problem Solving and
‘open ended tasks’ and further develop multistep
problems;

The coming events include:







The need to expose students to various texts that
include emails, magazines, articles, recipes,
brochures, bill-boards and comic strips as these
text types are often included in NAPLAN tests.

MATHEMATICS - there is a focus on:

As a parent/guardian, please ensure you attend the Parent
-Teacher-Student interviews and then take time to sit with
your child to reflect on the goal/goals they have set for 
Terms 1 and 2.



Reading Eggs for reluctant readers and Reading
Support for those students who need additional
help with oral reading and comprehension;

Engaging the students in regular
‘hands on’
measurement activities that must include length,
mass, area, angles, capacity, volume, time, scales
and graphs;

IPSHA Swimming Carnival at Newman College: 
Continuing to develop and promote Mathletics.
Thursday 21 March
SCIENCE - there is a focus on:
Year 5 Class Assembly: Friday 22 March

‘Hands on’ activities that incorporates the
National Day of Greece & Greek Independence
development of skills and ensures they are taught
Day: Monday 25 March
explicitly during lessons;
IPSHA Basketball Carnival: Thursday 4 April

Encouraging the use of Scientific Language when
Easter Hat Parade and Easter Egg Raffle: Tuesday 9
completing written tasks.
April
HASS (History and Social Science) - there is a focus
ANZAC Service in Amphitheatre: Friday 12 April
on:


Weekly lessons in History and Geography and,
where possible, integrate into other learning areas;



Completing Common Assessment tasks for levelling
and grading purposes.

PRIORITIES IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Towards the end of the 2018 school year the teachers in
the Primary School worked diligently to analyse the TECHNOLGY - there is a focus on:
NAPLAN results and Assessment data collected through- 
Incorporating Information Technology into all
out the year and then set the following Priorities for 2019:
learning areas;


WRITING - there is a focus on:

Developing Design and Digital Technologies
through STEM (science, technology, engineering &
maths) activities in class.



A genre each term that includes Recount,
Persuasive, Narrative and Exposition Writing;



The VOCOP programme (Vocabulary, Connectives, The focus is not only on Mathematics, English, Science,
Openers and Punctuation) to enhance writing, HASS and Technology as all of the other learning areas
are not neglected and are a valued part of the curriculum.
develop sentence structure an paragraphing;



A powerful conclusion when writing Narratives and
Wayne Cronin
Persuasive arguments.

Head of Primary
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YEAR 3 & YEAR 5 NAPLAN RESULTS 2018
When analysed, the Year 3 and Year 5 NAPLAN results for 2018 clearly show that our school has achieved outstanding
results in all areas tested that included; Writing, Reading, Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation and Mathematics.
When compared to the Australian Mean the results were extremely impressive in Writing, Spelling, Grammar &
Punctuation and Mathematics. More importantly, though, the results were far above the West Australian Mean in all
areas tested that included; Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation and Mathematics.
Considering 89% of our Year 5 students and 75% of our Year 3 students come from a Language Background other
than English the results in Reading are pleasing. To address the concerns in Reading, though, there are
comprehensive programmes in place that include Reading Support, Reading Eggs and a focus on Guided Reading,
Oral Reading and Home Reading.
When taking into consideration the number of students ‘Above the Minimum Standard’ in Years 3 and 5 in all areas
tested the results are extremely impressive. In addition, there were many students in both years who excelled and
achieved scores in the ‘High Percentile’.
There were no students in Year 5 ‘Below the Minimum Standard’ which is an outstanding achievement; and in Year 3
there were only two students ‘Below the Minimum Standard’ who are being catered for in all academic areas.
The tables below show the NAPLAN results and reflect the excellent work being done in the Mathematics and English
Learning Areas in the Primary School.
YEAR 5 MEAN
Reading

Writing

Grammar &
Punctuation

Spelling

Numeracy

School Mean

509

School Mean

523

School Mean

533

School Mean

530

School Mean

514

National
Mean

509

National
Mean

465

National
Mean

503

National Mean

504

National
Mean

494

State Mean

502

State Mean

460

State Mean

500

State Mean

500

State Mean

490

YEAR 5 ANALYSIS - Distribution of Data

Reading

Below minimum
standard
0

At minimum
standard
4

Above minimum
standard
23

Below 20% of
all schools
15%

At 60% of
all schools
74%

Above 20% of
all schools
11%

Writing

0

2

25

7%

45%

48%

Spelling

0

1

26

4%

59%

37%

0

2

25

7%

63%

30%

0

0

27

0%

78%

22%

Grammar &
Punctuation
Number
YEAR 3 MEAN
Reading

Writing

Grammar &
Punctuation

Spelling

Numeracy

School Mean

429

School Mean

445

School Mean

439

School Mean

452

School Mean

421

National
Mean

434

National
Mean

407

National
Mean

418

National Mean

432

National
Mean

408

State Mean

423

State Mean

400

State Mean

411

State Mean

424

State Mean

403

YEAR 3 ANALYSIS - Distribution of Data

Reading

Below minimum
standard
1

At minimum
standard
3

Above minimum
standard
28

Below 20% of
all schools
13%

At 60% of
all schools
71%

Above 20% of
all schools
16%

Writing

0

2

31

6%

53%

41%

Spelling

0

3

29

10%

61%

29%

2

3

27

16%

55%

29%

1

6

25

23%

48%

29%

Grammar &
Punctuation
Number
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YEAR 6 CLASS ASSEMBLY

HULA HOOP INCURSION

Under the guidance and direction of Mrs Wall the Year 6
produced and presented an outstanding assembly on the
1st March, entitled, "What if I was Prime Minister." This
impressive event was a celebration of the work covered in
the first four weeks of the school year.

On Friday 8 March the students from Years 1 to 6
participated in an extremely entertaining and very active
Hula Hoop incursion which took place in the undercover
area with each class throughout the day.

In class, during HASS lessons, the students learnt all
about the country that they live in, Australia, and how it is
governed. They discovered that people come from all
around the world to live in this great country. In Year 6
alone, there are seventeen different nationalities of which
everyone is very proud. The assembly showed
that Australia has a Prime Minister who is the Head of
Government with a parliamentary system.
During lessons the students discussed what if children
could be Prime Ministers. Everyone then wrote a
manifesto and used their proficient speaking and
performance skills to deliver their speeches to a delighted
audience, which were met with much praise and laughter.

The very talented presenter was
Bree Kirk-Burnnand who is a two
times hula hoop world record
holder. She kept the students
busy for thirty minutes with a
huge
variety
of
warm-up
exercises followed by a series of
challenging activities using a
hoop. There were times when
they worked individually, in
pairs and in a large group to
develop and hone their skills.

The class then gave a beautiful rendition of the Aboriginal
song called ‘Innay’ which was followed by an impressive
Greek Studies presentation to conclude the assembly.

At the end of the day, Bree invited
all of the classes back to the
assembly area and treated them
to a marvellous presentation
which showcased how skilful she
was at using a single hoop and
dozens of hoops at a time.

The whole performance was very impressive and
exceptionally well received by the many parents and
The feedback from teachers and
grandparents in attendance. The Year 6 students proved
students
was
positive
and
that they are very talented group of children who were all
encouraging.
Hopefully,
this
very responsible, confident, competent speakers and
incursion will motivate students
should be extremely proud of their outstanding to borrow hoops from the sports storeroom at lunchtime
performance.
to further develop their hula hoop skills.
Thank you to Mrs Wall and the Greek Studies staff who
prepared the students for this excellent event which
showcased our school in a positive light.
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I strongly believe office buildings should be built using
light and flexible materials because flexible materials
In Science there is a focus on developing skills through means more time to evacuate. In an earthquake you need
‘hands on’ activities in each classroom. This also includes to exit the building safely. This would not be possible if
writing about the activity using scientific language related the building is not flexible as it will collapse.
to the topic.
In these reasons above I think office buildings should be
In Mrs Sinagra’s Year 4.1 class the students recently com- built using light and flexible materials because it is less
pleted a science investigation entitled ‘Shake, Rattle and likely to crack in an earthquake. Wouldn’t you want to
Roll’. They had to construct models of office towers using be safe?

PROMOTING SCIENCE

wooden blocks and Lego and then create three levels of
‘earthquake pressure’ to compare the sturdiness of their Tiya Chohan
models.
Year 4.1
Part of the assignment included writing a Persuasive
Scientific Report about the experiment. An impressive
example is outlined below.

HOUSE SWIMMING CARNIVAL
The immensely successful Primary School House
Swimming Carnival was held at Terry Tyzack Aquatic
Centre on Thursday 7 March.

STUDENT SCIENCE REPORT
Office Buildings Should be Built Using Light and
Flexible Materials

On arrival, the weather was quite bleak and we were
plagued with light rain but this soon abated and for the
remainder of the day the sky was overcast but almost free
Office buildings should be built using light and flexible of precipitation.
materials because heavy materials will collapse, it’s less
likely to crack in an earthquake and flexible materials In the morning, the Junior Primary Carnival operated in
means more time to evacuate. Would you want to work the wading pool and ran side by side with the Upper
Primary Carnival which was held in the 50 metre pool.
in an unsafe building?
I am 100% certain that office buildings should be built
using light and flexible materials because heavy
materials will collapse. Heavy materials crack with
pressure. Also heavy weight means it can’t hold. For the
moderate earthquake the top came off. For the severe
earthquake it completely came off. Wouldn’t you want a
light and flexible Building?

The Years 1 to 3 students participated in a variety of
exciting events that included:

10 metre Backstroke

10 metre Freestyle


Ball Relay



Bucket Relay



10 metre Breaststroke



10 metre Kickboard



Noodle Relay



Freestyle Relay

I am sure office buildings should be built using light and
flexible materials because it is less likely to crack in an
earthquake. Light and flexible materials means it can
handle more movement. Also if you can bend an eraser
and a wooden pop stick the eraser bends and the pop
stick snaps. Wouldn’t you want to be safe in a light and
flexible building.
(08) 9376 5850
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The Years 4 to 6 students competed in the age races that YEAR 5 BOYS
included: Backstroke, Breaststroke, Butterfly and 1st: Yusuf Mohideen
Freestyle.
2nd: Novak Senic

YEAR 5 GIRLS

3rd: Yafi Chaudhry
After lunch the Junior Primary students returned to
school and the Upper Primary students continued with 4th: Dean Diodato
team games that included the:

3rd: Chantelle Wang



15 metre Ball Relay



15 metre Bucket Relay



15 metre Kickboard Relay



15 metre Noodle Relay



50 metre Grand Relay.

The House Carnival was hugely successful and credit must
be paid to Mr Psanoudakis who organised the event and
ensured it ran smoothly and efficiently. The many staff
who attended are also to be congratulated for their
excellent contribution as are the large number of parents
who attended to cheer the competitors during their
events.

1st: Milica Vuksa
2nd: Zoe Greer
4th: Jiya Patel

YEAR 4 BOYS

YEAR 4 GIRLS

1st: Aarav Shah

1st: Sophia Papadoulis

2nd: Saiam Radia

2nd: Emmy Truong

3rd: Andreas Petrides

3rd: Alana Edwards

4th: Ethan Yong

4th: Ayla Ekic

The winning House was
Demeter and the final
points were as follows:

DEMETER: 990 points
ARTEMIS: 580 points
APOLLO: 555 po ints
POSEIDON: 495 points

The Swimming Champions were as follows:
YEAR 6 BOYS

YEAR 6 GIRLS

1st: Lazar Zec

1st: Daniella Landa

2nd: Trevon Vo

2nd: Yashvi Meghani

3rd: Nicholas Cristopoulos 3rd: Jana Edwards
4th: Summer Drieberg-Karanga
4th: Kelvin Truong
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SECONDARY
It has been an extremely busy but very smooth start to
Term one in Secondary. Students have settled in well to
their classes and are eagerly engaged in a wide array of
learning activities. The year started as we celebrated the
achievements of the Year 12 students from 2018. All of
our students within the ATAR and the alternate pathway
have done extremely well and have certainly made St.
Andrew’s Grammar and no doubt their families very
proud.
We welcomed several new staff this year. Mr Andrew
Creelman, who is well known to ATAR students as he was
involved in the publication of several textbooks and
resources, joined us as the new Head of
Mathematics. Mrs Louisa Abelha who left St Mary’ Girls’
Anglican School is our new Economics specialist. Mrs
Pam Souris has returned to St. Andrew’s Grammar and
has joined the science team. It is wonderful to have
another Human Biologist on board. Mr Jacob Whiteaker,
a very keen cricketer has come to us from Perth Modern,
and is busily working towards enhancing our co-curricular
activities. We said a sad farewell to Mr Steven Burgess, as
he has now joined a school much closer to his home, but
welcome Mr Sam Pretorius as our new Head of
Humanities and Social Science and Geography
specialist. I know that our new staff as well as existing
staff, are very keen to meet parents at the Parents’ Nights
in week 10 this term and week 1 in Term 2.
The most eagerly anticipate event
of the year, the Senior School Ball
lived up to all expectations. Our
Year 10, 11 and 12 students were
transformed into stunning and
elegant young ladies, and dashing
and debonair young
gentleman.
Illuminated by many,
many twinkling fairy lights, we
enjoyed a succulent dinner and
then danced the night away.

and congratulations to the 2019 Ball Committee and the
many staff, who helped to make this an evening that our
students will always remember fondly.
Under the caring guidance of Ms Stewart and their Form
Teachers Ms Hunt and Ms Williams, our Year 7 students
are all attuned to life as a secondary student. As part of
the transition to secondary activities, the Year 7 students
attended the Thrive Everyday Leaders Conference held at
the Convention Centre in Perth. This is a unique and
action packed event that helps to equip students entering
high school with the skills, knowledge and inspiration to
thrive during this transition. The feedback from the
students and the staff was that it was a fantastic, fun and
very valuable experience.
One of our Year 12 Leaders Aimee Bird, has organized a
fundraising event to support the Leukaemia Foundation’s
World’s Greatest Shave. Aimee is a passionate supporter
of this organisation and in previous years she has shaved
her hair in support. This year Aimee is going pink, has
organised a cake stall and a free dress. I think that Aimee
embodies the meaning of community service.

Mrs Tsokos in the canteen has instigated a wonderful
initiative where students can use their Smart Rider cards
to make purchases at the canteen. I encourage all
students and their parents to support this cashless and
As always, our students were impeccably behaved and I
make safer approach.
received numerous compliments from both the staff and
other patrons of the Novotel Langley, where the event was
held, about how wonderful our students were. My thanks
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CONT.

YEAR 7 THRIVE EXCURSION

Next week the St. Andrew’s Grammar Secondary
Swimming Team is competing in the Interschool ACC
Swimming Carnival at Challenge Stadium. The Year 8
students are heading out the following week on their three
day Adventure Learning programme , which is jammed
packed full of the most amazing activities. Interim
reports for Year 7 and Year 11 students will be issued
soon.

‘Thrive’ was an extraordinary experience run by The
Everyday Leaders. All of the Year Seven students went to
the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre on the 7th of
March. It was exciting to watch the several performances
and talks that the guests had prepared for our enjoyment.
There were 2500 other students from state and
independent schools around Perth there too.

I would like to finish with a comment about diaries. The
effective use of a diary is a very valuable skill to teach
students, which will follow them throughout their
lives. We need to ensure students use their diary at school
to plan what they need to do including preparing for tests,
study, due dates for assessments and to ensure they bring
the required equipment to every class. The diary is also
a very effective way for parents and teachers to
communicate, when required. Generally, most students
use their diaries quite well and any assistance parents can
give, including signing the diaries every week, is greatly
appreciated.

It all began with Ingrid Cummings presenting the most
engaging and wonderful welcome to country. The day
featured Marksman Lloyd (rapper), Akram Azimi (Young
Australian of the Year, 2013), Phil Evans (Ultra Marathon
runner and Health Nutritionist), Ashton Agar (Perth
Scorchers player), Madison de Rozario (Paralympic
athlete), Shawn Redhage (Wildcats player) and Brett
Stanford (from How Ridiculous, YouTube channel, and
Guinness World Record holder). Through their own
stories they taught us how to deal with different problems
we might face during high school. Such as, it’s okay to be
different; be kind to others; never give up; stand up for
what you believe is right; love your body the way it is and
don’t dislike someone just because of their race, religion,
or skin colour.

If you have any questions or concerns or you would just
like to have a bit of a chat, please do not hesitate to
Lunchtime was another fun and eventful hour, full of
contact me. My door is always open.
meets and greets from the guests and different stalls, each
with a different purpose or charity.
Take care,
Nicky Chamberlain
Head of Secondary

Overall, we think that we are very lucky to have had this
extraordinary opportunity to learn about all these
qualities that we may need to truly ‘thrive’ throughout
high school.
Respect is free to give, but priceless to receive.
~Akram Azimi~
Cassiana Papadoulis & Asha Greer
Year 7
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SECONDARY SCHOOL BALL
By the golden hour, we had finally arrived at the venue.
Our figures glided through the silver room where our
gown trails flowed against the immaculate floors, with
gentle fairy lights illuminating the dim room. On the
buffet table, an array of seasonal salads sat against a
platter of grilled salmon, drizzled in a lemon sauce with
glistening steaks seasoned with garnishes. Never before
had our class seemed so glamourous. Dressed in pristine
suits or shimmering gowns, our class truly stood out
amongst the crowd.

“The night overall was a lot of fun, everybody got
involved on the dance floor and the food was
extraordinary”
~ Eleni Boutsis
“It was an entertaining night, where everyone
enjoyed themselves, and had a good time.”
~ Eirini Maounis
“Besides having a good atmosphere, it was just really
lively – there were no dead moments, it was smooth
sailing and it was extremely enjoyable”
~ Nicole Nastos

Our 2019 Ball was so amazing; we were so excited that we
have already started planning next year’s ball, hoping that
it will be even more extravagant and breathtaking than
this year’s. Lastly, we would both like to thank all of our
teachers and the staff – especially Ms Chamberlain and
her fairy lights – for organising such an entertaining
night. We would also like to thank the Novotel staff, along
Our 2019 Ball was an extraordinary experience and with the photographers, for making the evening, even
definitely a memorable one for the year 12s, who’ll be more special to us.
graduating later this year. The atmosphere was so vibrant
and energetic, where we either dispersed into groups of Tam Le & Libby Nagra
chatter and laughter or dragged each other to pose in Year 11
front of the cameras. There was not once a single dull
moment where we had nothing to do. Music was always
ringing across the silver room whilst the photographers
had us occupied posing in front of the backdrop and
cameras. We were never left alone or bored out of our
minds, as we had our peers to laugh or dance with. With
upbeat music blasting from the speakers, we took over the
dancefloor where we all sang and danced the night away.
The ball was definitely one of the best nights of our whole
school year, but we wanted to show you what other people
thought, so we asked for a few opinions from other
students:
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SECONDARY HOUSE SWIMMING CARNIVAL
The format of the Secondary House Swimming Carnival
followed a similar program to 2018 after the success of
last year’s event which included more Inclusive Events,
while also maintaining the competitive nature of the
competition. We have had a big push on House
Competition to start the year and the day proved to be the
most spirited House Swimming Carnival in recent
memory.

I would like to thank all students, staff and parents who
supported the day. It was a special occasion for our school
and we now turn our attention to the Associated and
Catholic Colleges Interschool Carnival in Week 7.
Trainings for this are conducted each Wednesday and
Friday morning in February and March at Terry Tyzack
Aquatic Centre.

A complete rundown of the results and school records are
outlined below. New records for 2019 are highlighted in
The students showed up in numbers, with 88% of our
red.
total population boarding the bus to Terry Tyzack – this
figure is better than an average day at St. Andrew’s
Grammar. We also had a marked increase in participation
in events this year with all students supporting their
House by entering as many Inclusive or Competitive
Events they could. The ‘House Spirit’ award is allocated to
the house with the highest percentage participation in
actual swimming events. The winner of the award is also
allocated an extra 50 points to their championship total.
Artemis took out the award this year with an amazing
93% participation. An excellent effort from all of the
students in our smallest House!
Lunchtime brought with it a twist this year – with the
introduction of an inflatable obstacle course which was
enjoyed by all student who took it on.
This year the overall trophy came down to the last event of
the day with Demeter House 8 points in front of Artemis.
Artemis had to win the Girls 50m Freestyle relay and if
Demeter finished 3rd or lower in that event, the trophy
would have been shared. Artemis did all they could,
dominating the event but Demeter stood strong, finishing
2nd and continuing their dominance in sport over the
other Houses. It was an amazing final race of the day and
passionately supported by all Houses cheering on the
girls.

Secondary Swimming Record Holders
(Student’s in red are our 2019 record breakers)
50m Freestyle
Name

50m Breastroke
Time

Name

50m Backstroke
Time

Name

Time

Year 7 Girls

Lamiya Ekic

45:90

Cassiana Papadoulis

53:50

Lamiya Ekic

50:82

Year 7 Boys

Konstantinos Stergiou

33:10

Konstantinos Stergiou

42:72

Konstantinos Stergiou

39:68

Year 8 Girls

Katarina Topalovic

49:44

Katarina Topalovic

58:78

Emilija Simic

56:91

Year 8 Boys

Konstantinos Stergiou

30.43

Konstantinos Stergiou

39.80

Konstantinos Stergiou

38.06

Year 9 Girls

Kristen Taylor

42:12

Kristen Taylor

53:37

Kristen Taylor

51:09

Year 9 Boys

Pranav Meghani

37.50

Pranav Meghani

51.20

Pranav Meghani

49:00

Year 10 Girls
Year 10 Boys

Kristen Taylor
Juan Balean

38.64
35.68

Kristen Taylor
Thomas McCormack

50.26
54:16

Nicole Nastos
Juan Balean

43:97
46.57

Year 11-12 Girls

Vanessa Michael

41:38

Vanessa Michael

56:00

Nicole Nastos

45:20

Year 11-12 Boys

Thomas McCormack

32:50

Aleksander Topalovic

50:13

Thomas McCormack

48:27
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House Spirit Award

House Champion Award

1st Place:

Artemis

93% participation

1st Place:

Demeter

623 points

2nd Place:

Poseidon

82% participation

2nd Place:

Artemis

619 points

3rd Place:

Demeter

72% participation

3rd Place:

Poseidon

543 points

4th Place:

Apollo

70% participation

4th Place:

Apollo

456 points

Individual Age Group Champions
Champion

Runner-Up

Year 7 Girls

Lamiya Ekic

34 Points

Cassiana Papadoulis

33 Points

Year 7 Boys

Filippos Stergiou

47 Points

Ezana Geberat

33 Points

Year 8 Girls

Claire Beltz

23 Points

Emilija Simic

22 Points

Year 8 Boys

Konstantinos Stergiou 48 Points

Lucas Cristopoulos

33 Points

Year 9 Girls

Chantelle Lai

24 Points

Jennifer Nguyen

23 Points

Year 9 Boys

Pranav Meghani

46 Points

Caleb Singh

33 Points

Year 10 Girls

Kristen Taylor

36 Points

Natasha Petkovic

31 Points

Year 10 Boys

Juan Balean

34 Points

Year 11-12 Girls

Ana Senic

41 Points

Vanessa Michael

32 Points

Nicole Nastos

32 Points

Eleni Boutsis

32 Points

Jerry Nguyen

35 Points

Kamel Eltoukhi

34 Points

Year 11-12 Boys
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WINNING HOUSE CAPTAIN SPEECHES
Who thought the smell of chlorine, geeky swimming caps,
green zinc and puffy green skirts could be so much fun?
The entire day was amazing! From the eagerness to
participate, to the phenomenal House spirit, everyone
that day did Demeter proud.

The 2019 Inter House Swimming was nothing short of a
success, from a whole school’s participation perspective
and a significant improvement in overall House spirit,
which was what made this carnival the best swimming
carnival yet in my opinion.

Without the help and commitment of every person on the
day, and without everyone who participated and gave it
their all, we would not have succeeded as reigning
champions of the swimming carnival.

As one of the victorious captains, I was truly mesmerised
and proud of the effort of each and every student in
Demeter, from year 7 right through to year 12. We worked
hard, had tremendous house and spirit and never gave up.
Demeter being the champions of the interhouse carnival
Even those who couldn't participate in swimming but still was rightfully deserving, with the plaque being a
came to cheer their fellow peers on, showed us what representation of our efforts. I owe this title to the whole
House spirit is all about.
of Demeter, as it would not have been possible without
them. I hope we can keep this win streak going, and to
In my fourteen years at St. Andrew’s Grammar, I’ve never many more to come.
heard such a tremendous roar of excitement and
happiness as what was heard when they announced we Jayden Lam
had won. I am exceptionally proud to lead this remarkable Demeter House Vice-Captain
house, and I look forward to many more Demeter Year 11
victories throughout the year.

Taylor Myintaye
Demeter House Captain
Year 12
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ACC CHAMPION SCHOOLS
SENIOR GIRLS BASKETBALL
When reflecting on the vast array of sports that all of our
students commit to and play, it is nothing short of
inspiring. Our side made up of mainly girls from our
school netball team have shown great enthusiasm in
learning a new sport and have enjoyed the two games we
have played so far.
In the two games against Mercy College and Mater Dai
(both much larger schools) the girls have come back from
a disappointing first half to show huge improvement in
the second half. The focus of entering this competition has
been to prepare the team for our annual GOAANSE trip to
Adelaide and I am confident that with continued work
and eagerness to learn that the girls will do well.

On Tuesday 12 May the girls played the first competitive
school fixture in the school gymnasium. It was a landmark
moment for the school and it was great to see staff and
students at the game supporting the girls. Let’s hope that
this is the start of a long history of competitive sport in
our amazing facility.

ACC CHAMPION SCHOOLS BOYS ONE DAY CARNIVAL
This was the first inaugural competition ran by the ACC and we sent our Senior Boys Basketball Team to compete
against some of the best schools in the association. It was the first time for the majority of the team playing
competitive basketball matches and proved to be a steep learning curve for the boys. The endeavour shown by the
team when playing in games where the margins against were large, was a credit to their character. It was an exciting
opportunity for our school to be a part of the beginning of a competition of this magnitude and everyone walked away
better for the experience.
Mr Whiteaker has been hard at work training and coaching the boys in the SSWA after school competition and the
team continues to improve with every game.
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SECONDARY SPORT
NETBALL CLUB 2019

UPCOMING SPORTING EVENTS,
TERM 1


GOAANSE Training



Y7-12 HOUSE Basketball Competition



Swimming training Wednesdays and Friday



Learn to Swim Program – Thursdays



ACC Swimming Carnival 2019



Noranda Netball Pre Season Y 7-12



Cross Country Training 7-12

It is with excitement that we announce we are sending
notes home next week for girls in Year 7-12 to sign up to
play for our St. Andrew’s Netball Club for the 2019 Winter
season at Noranda. Information on how to sign your
daughter up to our club will be provided on the note
brought home by your daughter.

HOUSE SYSTEM
We have revitalised, rejuvenated and improved our
Secondary House system to include more competitions
across all areas of student’s school life. We will be holding
competitions in all of our major subject areas, as well as
Drama, Form Performances and Service Learning. Each of
these sections will now be weighted as equal to the
sporting events that we put on at St. Andrew’s.

SWIMMING LESSONS
The House competitions have started with a bang with our
House Tabloid Sports and Swimming Carnivals being a
huge success. With the Mathematics House Competition
being held on Friday as well as Girls Netball and Boys
Basketball, the House competition is ramping up in the
coming weeks. It is very tight at the top of the table with
every small win in amongst the Houses being crucial to
the overall championship.

This Summer has been one of the worst in terms of
drowning deaths in Australia in recent memory. We are
currently offering Secondary Students FREE swimming
lessons to learn how to swim. Ms Elizabeth Stewart takes
training sessions on Thursday mornings and it would be
great to get as many students to these sessions as possible.

Good luck to all staff and students over the coming weeks
in all of the competitions on offer. We look forward to
watching our wonderfully diverse student body in their
chosen area of competition throughout the course of the
year.

SWIMMING SQUAD TRAINING
Overall Points tally for Secondary House Competition

We are currently training our Secondary Swim Squad on
Wednesday and Friday mornings at Terry Tyzack aquatic
centre. Students selected in our ACC Swimming Team are
expected to attend these sessions. Your son/daughter will
have been provided with a note already if they were
selected in the team.
The ACC Carnival is on Monday 18 March 2019 and it
would be great to have a big contingent of our parents at
HBF Stadium in Floreat on the day supporting our
students.
Please
contact
Paul
Donaldson
pdonaldson@sag.wa.edu.au if you have
enquiries about the above information.
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ST. ANDREW'S GRAMMAR PARENTS & FRIENDS (P&F)
COCKTAIL EVENT
Our St. Andrew’s Grammar Parent and Friends Association (P&F) recently hosted a Cocktail event in the school’s
Palassis Courtyard for all parents and staff to welcome in the New Year. The evening was very well received, with
many parents and staff attending directly after the School’s Parent Information Night earlier that evening.
While the parents and staff mingled and enjoyed the fine tunes
and an array of delicious canapes by Creative Catering, the
children enjoyed their evening at a supervised disco held in the
Harmanis Building.
This event was a great opportunity to strengthen our richly
diverse school community and was a great way to start the 2019
school year. Our new Principal, Mr Craig Monaghan, was also in
attendance as well as members of the school board and other
distinguished guests.
A big thank you to our P&F President, John Cristopoulos, and our P&F team, especially Event Coordinators, Eva
Nestoriadis and Monica Papantoniou, who all went to great lengths to ensure the evening was a resounding
success and a talking point amongst parents for days to come.
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