
 

 

 

WEEK 2 TERM 1 | 15 FEBRUARY  

ST. ANDREW’S GRAMMAR | NEWSLETTER—2019 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

The start to the 2019 School year  has been extremely smooth and the students have settled into their     

respective classes without any problems, whatsoever. 

It is also impressive to see the students dressed suitably in their summer and sports uniforms ready to     

participate eagerly in indoor and outdoor activities. 

Thank you sincerely to the many parents/guardians who attended the Parent Information Evening on 

Wednesday 13 February. It was an extremely informative event followed by an immensely successful   

Cocktail Evening held in the Palassis Courtyard which was organised by the P and F. 

This is the first Primary School newsletter for the year and lists the staff for 2019 and also includes articles 

on the Chinese Dragon workshop, the Perceptual Motor Programme, a visit from the Serbian Orthodox 

Bishop and important information to start the school year. 

The up and coming events include: 

 Year 6 Class Assembly on Friday 1 March; 

 House Swimming Carnival for Years 1 to 6 on Thursday 7 March; 

 The IPSHA Swimming Carnival at Wesley College on Thursday 21 March. 

I look forward to working closely with you as a parent body and would like to reassure everyone that the 

staff and I are committed to providing your child/children with a quality education throughout the year. 

 

Mr Wayne Cronin 

Head of Primary 

Primary Newsletter 
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STAFF 2019 
 
 

The Primary School staff for 2019 include: 
 

Mrs Julie Wall: Year  6 Teacher, Years 5-6 Cell Leader and Curriculum Coordinator 

Mr Tom Fortune : Year  5 Teacher  and Reading Eggs & Mathletics Coordinator  

Mrs Deanna Sinagra: Year  4.1 Teacher  

Mrs Magda Hasapopoulos: Year  4.2 Teacher  

Mrs Michelle Emmelhainz: Year  3 Teacher , Years 3-4 Cell Leader and Resources Manager 

Mrs Maria Kassinas: Year  2.1 Teacher , Years 1-2 Cell Leader and Manager of Stock 

Mr Rob Persson: Year  2.2 Class Teacher  and Vegetable Garden Coordinator  

Miss Samantha Pitsonis: Year  1 Teacher  

Miss Rhoda Falas: Pre-primary Teacher  

Mrs Olimpia Hurtado: Pre-primary Education Assistant 

Miss Jessica Macer: K indergarten-Pre-primary Teacher 

Mrs Anne Bauer: K indergarten-Pre-primary Education Assistant 

Mrs Taryn Havas: K indergarten Teacher  and Cell Leader  Ear ly Childhood  

Mrs Christine Smith: Pre-primary Education Assistant 

Mrs Jodie Stevens: Perceptual Motor Programme Coordinator and Mathematics Enrichment Teacher 

Miss Jodie Jongeling: Teacher  Librar ian and Com puter  Teacher  Years 1-2 

Mr Mano Psanoudakis: Sports and Physical Education Coordinator  

Mrs Kim Tipper: Art Teacher  

Miss Rebecca Trevisan: Music Teacher  and Mathem atics Enrichm ent Teacher  

Mrs Daniella Galipo: Education Assistant Year  1  

Mrs Jo Simpson: Education Assistant Year  6  

Mrs Renae Lampropoulos: Education Assistant Special Needs Years 5 & 6  

Mrs Maria Svarnou: Religion Years 1 to 6  
 

GREEK STUDIES 

Mrs Betty Parissis: Greek Studies Pre-primary and Years 1 to 6 

Ms Eleni Dwyer-Kotsileou: Year  3 to 6  

Mrs Amalia Mannouseli: Education Assistant Greek Studies  

Miss Stell Tzavellas: Greek Studies and Religion Pre-primary and Kindergarten 

Mrs Catherine Boutsis: Greek Dance  
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

Mr John Sandosham: Instrum ent Music and School Band  

Mrs Marie Sengulin: Piano  
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CHINESE DRAGON WORKSHOP 
 

To celebrate the Chinese New Year a Chinese Dragon 

incursion was held in the undercover area on        

Thursday 14 February for all classes from Years 2 to 6. 

Michelle, from EG Incursions, ran a fascinating     

workshop for every class that incorporated some       

history, information about the culture, Chinese food, 

story telling, celebrating the New Year, dance steps 

and creative movement. 
 

Each session began with a brief outline of the ancient 

Chinese culture followed by a myth entitled ‘The Great 

Race to the Emperor's Palace’ which explained the 

twelve animals of the Zodiac. The students then      

participated in various dance steps and creative    

movements which culminated in a very colourful     

Chinese Dragon Dance with a beautifully constructed 

dragon that was approximately 8 metres long. 
 

From all accounts, the students thoroughly enjoyed 

the workshop and many of them left the undercover 

area being able to say a few words in Mandarin. 
 

Below is a recount on the Chinese Dragon incursion 

written by a student in Year 2.1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spectacular Chinese Dragon  
By Aleksandar Radojevic 

 

This morning our class went to the undercover area. 

We went there because we had an incursion. It was a 

Chinese Dragon incursion. The presenter’s name was 

Michelle. She asked us to participate. 
 

Firstly, we lined up and Michelle asked us to spread 

out. When we first sat down, Michelle talked about 

the Chinese culture. She asked us about our favourite 

Chinese foods. One of the people from my class said 

dumplings. After that we spread out and did some 

warm up exercises. After the warm up exercises 

Michelle put on some music. 
 

Secondly, we split up into three groups with seven 

people in each group. All of the groups had something 

in common. They all had people in green shirts as the 

tail. When we did the Chinese Dragon Dance, every 

group had to copy Michelle. There was music. The 

music made me feel gentle. Holding the stick was 

very wobbly. After my group finished the Dragon 

Dance, we watched the other groups. My group went 

second.  

My favourite part of the incursion was doing the 

warm up exercises because I had a great time. I also 

liked the music. The music was soothing. This was my 

first Dragon Dance. I hope they come back next year. 

I really enjoyed the Chinese Dragon incursion. 
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ARCHBISHOP VISIT 
 
 

Accompanied by Father Milan and the President of the Hellenic Community, His Grace the Right Reverend      

Siluan, Bishop of Australia and New Zealand Serbian Orthodox Church visited our school on Thursday 14    

February for a guided tour to  view the classrooms, meet staff and spend time interacting with students. 
 

Considerable time was spent conversing with Year 4 students who were completing assignments outdoors. This 

was followed by exciting visits to Kindergarten and Pre-primary classes as well as Secondary School classrooms. 

The Bishop also spent time chatting freely with many Serbian students asking them pertinent questions about 

activities and programmes within the school. 
 

His Grace is currently involved in planning the build of a Serbian school in South Western Sydney and was    

extremely interested in the layout of the school, the set up in each of the classrooms, the Amphitheatre, Library 

and Gymnasium. 
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PERCEPTUAL MOTOR PROGRAMME (PMP) 

The Perceptual Motor Programme is conducted by Mrs Jodie Stevens and is off to a flying start in the Early 

Learning Centre.  

The new Kindergarten students were excited to learn what 

House colour they were in and are beginning to gain an 

understanding about House spirit, already.  

The Pre Primary students have returned with enthusiasm 

and are taking their perceptual motor skills to the next 

level.   

To encourage team spirit a House scoreboard has been 

introduced and at the completion of each station, points 

for working together and lining up can be earned.  If a    

student makes an effort to complete a task using the     

correct technique, they can also earn bonus points.    
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SCHOOL TIMES 

 

The times for the Kindergarten and Pre-primary: 

 Doors open: 8.45am 

 Formal instruction: 9.00am 

 Morning Recess: 10.30am 

 Lunch: 12.20pm 

 Day finishes: 3.00pm 

 

The Times for the Primary School: 

 Doors open: 8.30am 

 Formal instruction begins: 8.45am 

 Morning Recess: 10.30 to 10.50am 

 Lunch: 12.20 to 1.00pm 

 Day finishes: 3.10pm 

 

 

 

 
 

SCHOOL GATES 
 

For security reasons, the gates to the carpark on      

Hellenic Drive are locked between 9.15am and 2.40pm 

each day. 
 

If you wish to visit the school during these times 

please access the school via Reception in the             

Administration Building on Boddington Circuit. 

 
 

 

 

BEFORE and AFTER SCHOOL 
 

There is no formal supervision in the school grounds 

before 8.20am and after 3.30pm. 
 

Parents/Guardians are requested to drop their        

children off to start the school day between 8.20 and 

8.30am and to collect them sharply at the end of the 

school day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER SCHOOL & BEFORE SCHOOL 

CARE 

There is before and afterschool care operating from 

Room C1. If interested please contact ‘Kidzbiz’: Email: 

info@kidzbiz.net.au Mobile: 0421 336 827 

 

HOMEWORK 
 

Homework is an integral part of school life which is 

set four nights a week (Monday to Friday) and is      

outlined in the Student Diary 

 Students in Years 1 to 3 will receive 20 to 30 

minutes homework nightly. 

 Years 4 to 6 students will receive between 30 to 

45 minutes nightly. 

The homework package may include unfinished work, 

mathematics, spelling, writing and grammar activities. 

It may also include assignments for different learning 

areas.  

 

There will also be an emphasis on completing online 

programmes in Mathletics, Reading Eggs and Typing 

Tournament. 

 

Reading for all students every night from                  

Kindergarten to Year 6 is essential as it improves skills 

in all learning areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

HOME READING 
 

It is essential that all students are read to or read at 

home every night. 

 In Kindergarten and Pre-primary at least ten 

minutes should be set aside to read aloud to    

foster a love of reading. 

 In Years 1 to 3 all students should be involved in 

oral reading for 15 to 20 minutes. 

 It is wise for Years 4 to 6 students to either read 

orally or silently for approximately 20 minutes. 
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